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A 
Short Narrative, Sc. 


EING now about the Soth 
year of my age, it is in my 
mind to leave ſome few hints of 
the Lord's tender dealings with me 
from my youth to this time, for 
the information and encouragement 
of thoſe I may leave behind me. 
I was born near Preſcot in Lan- 
caſhire about the year 1702, my 
parents William and Phebe Sharp- 
les being members of that meet- 
ing. My mother died about three 
years after, leaving fix children, 
who, by her removal, were'ſub- 
jected to much hardſhip. My fa- 
ther, for want of keeping his place, 
forfeited his unity with friends, by 
which the family became diſpetſed, 
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and none of us continued in the 


ſociety. 


When I was about twelve years 
of age, by the per ſuaſion of ſome of 
my father's relations, I was ſprink- 
led at Ormſkirk ; from which time 


I continued to frequent the publick 


worſhip, until I joined friends, At 


about fourteen I was placed out 


apprentice to a taylor, where I ſuf- 


fered much; but my maſter, to 
whom I was bound, not — * 


ſufficient employment for me, after 


I had ſerved about half my time, 
turned me __ to a friend for the 
remainder of the term, whereby 
I; got ſome relief. And in this 
family they would often be ſpeak- 


ing of my mother, who was eſ- 


n a valuable friend. 


Having now frequent 8 | 


aities of being in friends com- 
r and * their regular 


9 lives 


L 71 
lives and converſation, it gave me 
a ſecret liking towards them; but 


looking upon myſelf to be a ſettled 
member of the eftabliſhed church 
(ſo called) and there being moſt 
liberty for worldly indulgence, I 
endeavoured. to- ſatisfy myſelf in 
that way as long as I could; being 
often ſtrongly tempted: by youthful 
luſts after the common evils that 
are in the world; yet I was mer- 
eifully preſerved from the groſ- 
ſer part thereof. At length it 
pleaſed the Lord, who! had long 
followed me by his ſecret rebukes, 
to break in upon my ſoul by his 
powerful love, and awakening viſt- 
tations, to ſhew me that was not 
my reſt, becauſe it was polluted. 
My preſent ſtate and condition 
being now clearly laid open to my 
views, by the light that ſhined. 
into my dark heart, I ſaw fin to 
be exceeding ſinful, and that it was 
that which ſeparated me from my 
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LY 
God, and cauſed him to withhold 
good things from me. I was alſo 
favoured to ſee my great loſs of 
time, and neglect of duty, and 
how far I was behind in my day's 
work : for although the Lord was 
pleaſed to wink at the time of igno- 
rance, yet now- I found his call 
and command was to repentance, 
amendment of life. And when 
I ſet my heart to ſeek him, I met 
with great inward oppoſition from 
the combined force of my three 
otent enemies, the world, the 
fleſh, and the devil, who aſſaulted 
me with - manifold temptations. 
But for ever magnified be my gra- 
cious God, he made good the ſay- 
ing of our Blefſed Saviour; My 
Father is greater than all, and none 
ſhall be able to pluck you out of 
my Father's hands.“ Thus, al- 
though I was like one caſt out and 
/ forſaken, and in great meaſure de- 
ſtitute of thoſe natural advantages 
00 * many 


1 
many are favoured with, (my edu- 
cation _ low) yet, in this ſtate 
of weakneſs and 1 gnorance, the 
Lord took me under his care and 
protection. * 30} TRAITOR 


When out of my ee | 
having but few friends or relations 
that took much notice of me, 1 
concluded to travel in the way of 
my trade, and went to London, 
where I worked ſome time. After- 
wards I proceeded weſtward by way 
of Oxford, ' Cirenceſter, and Briſtol; 
intending to travel through the 
weſtern counties, and return again 
to London. But I had not gone far 
from Briſtol before kind Providence, 
watching over me for my good, 
mercifully interpoſed, directing my 
way in his wiſdom; he was pleaſed 
to put a ſtop to my roving mind, 
and to convince me of the truth of 
that ſaying, **It is not in man that 
bo: * walketh to direct his own,ſteps.,” 

B Meeting 


Meeting vil employment in 
vin et "IN: the county of 2 
_ and being convinced of che bleſſed 
truth, I ſettled amangſt friends, and 
continued in that part of the coun+ 
try ſome years; when, about the 
year tyzg. my mouth was firſt 
opened in the work of the mini- 
ſtry at a meeting at Claverbam in 
the ſaid county, which I attend- 
ed for ſome years before I went 
much abroad. After my ſtay here 
about twelve years, I entered into 
2 warried ſtate with Eſther Thurſ- 
ton, of Thornbury in Glouceſter- 
mie, widow, where I then ſottled. 
We lived r in true unity 
abaut five: years, when ſhe was re- 
moved from me by death. During 
my reſidence — the Lord laid a 
concern upon me to pay a religi- 
Qus viſit to divers northern —. 
ties, and Scotland, alſo South and 
Narth Wales; with which I ac- 
| $ra0rs wy friends, and * 
their 
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who was pleaſed to enable me to 


of my ſoul to my 


Lu 
their eoneurrence and certificate, I 
ſet forward, endeavouring to looK 
with a ſingle eye to my good guide, 


perform this ſervice to my own 
comfort, and the ſatis faction of my 


friends: for which, and for his 


preſervation and care over me every 
way unto this time, I bow the knee 
gracious and mer- 
ciful God. Although I ſometimes 
ſet out in great inward poverty, yet 
I was ſecretly ſupported by an invi- 
ſible hand, that I could truly ſay, 
the Lord was my ſhepherd, and 
bountifully ſupplied all my wants, 
ſo as many times to make my = 
to run over, filling my heart wi 

his love; that I can now ſay, What 
ſhall I render to the Lord for all 

his benefits, who has been my 
morning light, and T hambly hope 
wah bs uy evening ſong? at ce es 
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After chis journey I continued at 
——— about five years longer, 
viſiting the meetings of my friends 
in moſt of the weſtern and north- 
weſt counties, as the Lord was 
pleaſed to open my way. And about 
the year 1743, à concern was laid 
upon me to viſit the principal 
towns in the county of Devon, 
where there were no friends; and 
notwithſtanding the undertaking 
looked difficult and arduous, yet as 
I: was preſerved in a faithful obe- 
dience to the Lord's requirings, he 
who put me forth was pleaſed to 
go before me in ſuch a manner, 
that notwithſtanding it was ſome- 
times attended with very cloſe exer- 
ciſe, yet through his divine aſſiſt- 
ance I was enabled to perform this 
fervice. to a good degree of ſatiſ- 
faction, and to meet with no oppo- 
fition; except in one place from an 
angry prieſt, At ſeveral towns I had 
meetings in the ſtreets and market 
houſes. 


houſes. I afterwards went into 


Dorſetſhire and Hampſhire, - and 
paſſed over into the iſle of Jerſey, 
in —_— with my friend Jere- 
miah Waring. 


1744: 'T Ba year I viſited — 


ih 745. Viſited ſeveral weſtern 
counties as far as Cornwall, and. 
the circular pet PEO there, 


1746. This year 1 etitered a 
ſecond time into a married ſtate: 
with Mary, daughter of our worthy. 
friends Joſeph and Mary Ranſom, 
of Hitchin in Hertfordſhire, where 
I then ſettled. She has been a true 
helpmeet to me, we having now 
lived together in great. a pes e 
en OW | 


11 
After my marriage 1 viſited — 

of the counties of England and. 
9 Wales 


marria 
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Wales at different times, as the 
Lord was pleaſed to open my way, 
and enable me for it; through all 
which I have to acknowledge with 
thankfulneſs to my God, in whoſe 
fervice I went forth, that I lacked 
nothing, but was wonderfully pre- 

| ſerved and ſupported ; yet ho 
nothing to glory in but that arm 
that was made bare for my help, 
and have done no more than was 
my duty to do. I have had many 

ublick ſervices in barns and other 
places where there were no friends 
ſettled, and have attended many 
and burials not herein 
particularly noticed, whereby I have 
endeavoured to fill up my time: 
and under an humbling ſenſe of the 
Lord's goodneſs, I can now look 
back with ſatisfaction and thank- 
fulneſs to him who has enabled me 
ſo far to do my day's work in the 
day-time, and am now favoured in 
my old age to drink of that rock, 


out 


[2s ] 
out of which flow the iſſues of 
mereiful aid, I can ſet up my 


Ebenezer; and ſay, Hitherto the 


Lord has helped me. 


I was called into the — — 

when young, and have ever ſince 

-found work enough to do, either 
in digging, watering, or pruning; 
it not being a time for flothful ſer- 
vants, nor will it do to put that 
candle, which has been lighted in 
us, under a bed or a buſhel. The 
Lord did not nd me out | 
the wife and prudent. of this world; 
but he took me from the ftones of 
the ſtreet, where, in his wiſdom 
and goodneſs, he has often raiſec 
up children to Abraham. I have 
now to rejaice my day's: work is fo 
near a happy cloſe, having now 
only patiently to wait my appoint- 
ed time, until my change ſhall 


o 
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come. 
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come. Here ends the account 
our dear friend gives of himſelf. 


When, through the infirmities 
attending old age, he was rendered 
incapable of going far from home, 
he diligently attended his own and 
neighbouring meetings, frequently 
appearing therein in ſhort but lively 
exhortations, endeavouring to ſtir 


up the minds of friends to a faith- 


ful attention to their duty. He 
had a ſpirit of diſcerning beyond 
many, and an excellent gift in the 
diſcipline of the church, having a 


clear ſight of the inſufficiency of 
the outward form, without the in- 


fluence of the divine power to ſup- 
port it to edification. His mini- 
ſtry was plain and powerful, often 
reaching the witneſs of truth in the 
hearts of his hearers. | 


In ſup lication he Was inward 
and weighty, an awful ſolemnity 
covering 


L 
covering his ſpirit, whereby. he was 
frequently favoured with near ac- 
ceſs to the throne of Divine Grace. 


An innocent chearfulneſs, tem- 
pered with gravity, adorned his con- 
verſation, and his conduct was a 
pattern of meekneſs, moderation, 
and love, which gained him general 
eſteem. Thus perſevering in true 
watchfulneſs, the language of the 
apoſtle (which he was known fre- 
quently to repeat) may be truly 
adopted concerning him, Our 
rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of 
our conſcience, that in ſimplicity 
and godly fincerity, not with fleſhly 
wiſdom, but by the grace of God, 
we have had our converſation in the 
world.” 


In his laſt illneſs, being ſenſible 
his end was approaching, he ex- 
preſſed himſelf after this manner: 


2 1 feel 


( 18 ] 

„ feel my natural faculties fail 
% much; | I defire to be content 
«.with the Lord's will, and to- 
« wait all the days of my appoint- 
C ed time, until my change ſhall 
come; and it is pleafant to think 
* I draw ſo near the end of my 


% race, and can now ſet up my 


«© Ebenezer, and ſay, Hitherto the 
« Lord has been my ſhield, and 


% exceeding great reward. 


At another time a few friends. 


fitting by him, he ſaid, I find my 
„ body advancing apace towards its: 
e diſſolution; but death is no king 


«c of. terrors to me, I hope 1 ſhall 


be ready for my final change: 
e and although our meeting in this 


« place is but ſmall, it affords me 
« a ſecret ſatisfaction to ſee the 


<< forming Hand at work in ſome 
of our youth, and that they are 
% meaſurably called into ſervice ; 


« which 


12 } 
« which I hope: they will give u 
% to. The world, and the — 
« of it, has lain too near, and hurt 
„the growth of ſome who might 
« have made „ 
they not been hindered thereby.“ 


At another time, ſpeaking of the 
ſtate of our religious ſociety, he 
remarked, Although many have 
« fallen, and ſome degenerated into 
« form, yet I believe the truth is 
« kept to in as much ſimplicity 
«« amongſt us as amongſt any peo- 
«« ple. I have often thought of 
Paul's addreſs. to the Galatians, 
« his particular converts, where he 
« ſays, I marvel that ye are ſo ſoon 
« removed unto another. goſpel, 
« which, ſays he, is not another, 
« but there be ſome that trouble 
«© you, and would pervert the goſ- 
«© pel of Chriſt; but though we, 
« or an angel from heaven, preach 
| | any 


— 


e 
* any other goſpel, let him be ac- 
* curſed.“ He then obſerved there 
was but one goſpel, however ſome 
may have degenerated into form, 
wy called it the © goſpel. WL YR 


He was Wee to feel very 
little pain, his complaint being a 
ual decay of nature. He kept 

is bed about two or three days, 
during which time he ſaid but 
little, although he ſeemed quite 
ſenſible to the laſt. About an hour 
before his end he turned himſelf in 
His bed, and ſeemed to fall into a 
ſleep; ſoon after which he quietly 
we oh without ſigh or groan, the 
18th day of. the 5th month 1784, 
about the eighty-ſecond year of his 
0 f A miniſter about _ Yeu. 


\ 


Thus our Bar and worthy friend, 
after a long and well-ſpent” life, 
finiſhed his courſe, and we doubt 


not 


E 
not hath entered that glorious im- 
mortality of reſt and peace prepared 
for the righteous. His remains 
were interred in friends burial- 
ground at Hitchin the 23d, after a 
large and ſolid: REY of A 
By e | 
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A Teſtimony from the Monthly- 
Meeting of Baldock, and Quarterly- 
Meeting of Hertfordſhire, was given 
forth concerning this our honour- 
able ancient friend; but as the ſub- 
ſtance thereof is contained in the 
preceding Narrative, and the addi- 
tion beginning at page 16, to inſert 
it is thought an unneceſſary repeti- 


tion. 25 8E 60 
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